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In this discourse Ur. 'lainiage rcpre-ru- t
religion as a great refreshment,

and invite all ibf world to come and
receive it; Ui, Geneis, W:8. "We

cannot until all the tlucks be gathered
together and till ibej roll the stone
from the well's mouth; then we water
the sheep."

A acent in Mesopotamia, beautiful!?
pastoral. A well of water of great
value in that region. The field around

bout ii white with three flocks of
abeep lying down waiting for the wa-

tering. I hear their bleating coming
on the bright air and the laughter of
juung men and maidens indulging in
rot-ti- repartee. I look off, and 1 e

other flocks of sheep coming-- . Mean-

while Jacob, a stranger, on the inter-
esting errand of looking for a wife,
cornea to the well. A beautiful shep-

herdess comes to the same well. I see
her approaching, followed by her fa-

ther's sheep. It a a memorable
mee-ting-. Jacob married that shep-
herdess. The Bible of it is:
"Jacob kissed Rcchel and lifted up his
voice and wept." It has always been a

mystery to me what be found to cry
aboutl But before that sctne oc-

curred Jacob accosts theshepherdsand
fks them why they postpone the

slaking of the thirst of their sheep
and why they did not immediately pro-

ceed to water them. The shepherds
reply to the effect: Ve are all good
neighbors, and at n.atter of cour-
tesy we wait until all the theep of the
neighborhood come op. Besides that,
this stone on the weil's mouth is some-

what heavy, and several of us take hold
of it and push il aside, and then the
buckets and the troughs are tilled and
the sheep are satisfied." "We cannot
vjntil all the flocks are gathered to-

gether and till they roll the stone from
the well's mouth; then we water the

beep."
Ob, this is a thirst v world! lint for

the head, and blistering for the feet,
and parching for the tongue. The
world's great want is cool, refresh-
ing, satisfying Craft. We wander

round and we find the cistern empty.
Long and tedious drought haa dried
tip the world's fountain, but cen-

turies ago a Shepherd, with crook in
the shape of a cross and feet cut to
the bleeding, explored 'the desert pas-
sages of the world and one day came
across a well a thousand feet deep,
bubbling a ud bright and opalescent,

nd looked to the north, and the south,
and the east, and the west, and cried
sut with a voice strong and musical,
that rang through the agei: "Ho,
veryoce that thirtieth, come ye tothe

waters!"
Xow a great flock of aheep to-d-ay

gather around this Gospel well. There
arc a great many thirsty souls. I won-
der why the flocks of all nations do

ot gather.wby so many stay thirsty,
ad while lam wondering about it my

text breaks forth in the explanation,
laying: 41 We ctonot until all the flocks
be gathered together and till they roll
the atone from the well's mouth; then

water the sheep."
If a herd of sw ine coma to a well,

4hey angrily jostle each other for the
precedence; if a drove of cattle come

o a well, tbey hook each other back
from the water, but when a flock of
cheep eome, though a hundred of them
(hall be disappointed, they only ex-

press it by sad bleating, they come to-

other peaceably. We want a great
Multitude to come around the Gospel
well. I know there arc those who do
not like a crowd; they think a crowd
is vulgar. If they are oppressed for
room in church, it makes them posi-

tively impatient and belligerent. We
have bad people permanently leave
church because so many other people
came to it. Not so did these oriental
shepherds. Tbey waited until all the
flocks were gathered, and the more
flock that came the better they liked
it. And so we ought to be anxious
that all the people should come. Go
out iuto the highways and the hedges
and compel them to come Id. Go to
the rich and tell them they are indi-

gent without the Gospel of Jesus. Go

to the poor and tell them the affluence
there it in Christ. Go to the blind

nd tell thetn of the touch that gives
eternal illumination. Go to the lame
and tell them of the joy that will make
(he lame man leap like a hart. Gather
all the sheep off all the mountains,
None to torn of the dogs, none to tick,
none so worried, none to dying at to
be omitted. Why not gather a great
Hock? All this city it a flock, all New
York It a flock, all London it a flock,

11 the world ia a flock.

This well of the Gospel U Seep
enough to put out the burning thirst
of the 1,600,000.000 of the race. Do
not let the church by a spirit of

keep the world out. Let
down all the bars, swing open all the
jratef, scatter all the Invitations.
"Whosoever will, let him come." Come,

white and black. Come, red toea of
the forest. Come Laplander, out
of the snow. ComePatagonian.oetof
the south. Corue iafur. Comepaot-ir- g

ttuier pa'm Waves. Come one.
Cornea- l- Come bow. At at this well
of Mesopotamia Jscob and Rachel
were betrothed, so this morning at thic
weH ot sa'.vitton Christ, our Shepherd,
will meet you coming P withy oorlonf
flocks of eares aid anxieties, aad He
will stretch oat Hit hand in pledge
of His affectioa, while all Heavea will
cry ot: "Rent-Id- , the bridegroona
cometh! Oft ye out to meet him!"

You notice that thix well ot Jleso-poiai-

n.ut at stone on it, which
must be removed before the sheep
ruiild be watered, and 1 find on the
well of salvation y impediment

nd obstaolca which must be re-

moved in order that you may obUia.
the refreshment and life of this goa-p-eL

In your ctse tho impediment ia
pride of heart. You cannot bear to
come to ao democratic a fountain;
you do not want to come with ao
many 'others. It is though yott
were thirsty n1 you were invited to
slake your thirst at the towa pump
instead of sit tin; in a parlor sipping
out of a chased chalice which haa
just been lifted fron a silver salver.
Xot o many publicans and sinners.
You want to get to Heaven, but you
must be in av apecial ear, with your
feet on a Torkusa ottoman and a
band of music on board the train.
You do not want to be la company
with rustic Jacob and Rachel and be
drinking out ot the fountain where
10,000 sheep hate been drinking be-

fore you. You will have to remove
the obstacle of pride or never find
your way to the well. Yau will have
to come as we came, willing to take
the water of eternal life in any way
and at any hand and in any kind of a
pitcher, crying out: "Oh, Lord Je-au- s,

I am dying ot thirst! Give me
the water of eternal life, whether ia
trough or goblet! Give me the wa-

ter of life! I care not in waat it
cornea to me." Away with all your
hindrances of pride from the well'a
mouth!

Here ia another n who ia kept
back from the water of life by the
atone of an obdurate heart which
lies over the month of the well. You
have no more feeling upon this sub-
ject than if God bad yet to do you
the first kindness or you had to do
God the first wrong, t'eated on Ilia
lap all these years. Hi everlaating
arms sheltering you, where it your
gratitude? Where is your morning
and evening prayer? Where are your
consecrated liven? I say to you, as
Daniel said to llelshazzar: "The God
in whose hand thy breath is, and all
thy way, thou bast not glorified."
If you treated anybody as badly as
you have treated God, you would have
made 600 apologies; yaa, your whole
life would have been an apology.
Three timet a day you have been
aeated at God's table. Spring, aura-me- r,

autumn and winter He baa ap-

propriately appareled you. Your
health from Him, your companion
from Him, your children from Him,
your home 'from Him, ail the bright
surrounding of your life from Him.
Oh, man, what dost thou with that
hard heart? Canst thou not feel one
throb of gratitude toward fhe Ood

that made yon, and the Christ who
came to redeem you, and the Holy
Ghost who has all these years been
Importuning you? I you could alt
down fjve minutes under the tree
of a Saviour's martyrdom and feel
His lifeblood trickling on your fore-

head and cheek and hands, methinka
you would get some appreciation of
what yon owe to a crucified Jeaua.

Heart ot stone, Hint, relent,
Touched by Jesus' cross, subdued;

Sea His body mingled, rent.
Covered with s gore of blood.

Blnful soul, what hast thou done?
Crucified the Eternal Son!

There are men who are perfectly
discontented. Unhappy in the past,
unhappy to-d- y, to be unhappy for-

ever, nnleaa you come to this Gospel
well. Thla satisfies the sonl with a
high, deep, all absorbing and eternal
satisfaction. It conies, and it offers
the most unfortunate man so much of
this world as is best for him, and
throws all Heaven into the bargain.
The wealth of Croesus and all the
Rothschi'ds i only a poor, miserable
shilling compared with the eternal for-tun- es

that Christ offers you to-da-

In the far east there was a king who
used once a year to get on the scales,
while on the other side the scales were
placed gold and silver and gems In-

deed, enough were placed there to
balance the king. Then, at the close
of the weighing, all those treasures
were thrown among the populace. Hut
Christ to-fia- y steps on one side the
scales, and on the other side are all
the treaaures of the universe, and He
says: "All ire yours; all height, all
depth, all breadth, all eternity all are
yours." We do not appeciate the prom-
ises ot the Gospel.

Come also to this Gospel well, all
ye troubled. I do not suppose you
have escaped. Compare your view
of this life at 15 years of age with
what your view is of it at 40 or 60

or 70. What a great contrast of opin-

ion! Were you right then or are you
right now? Two cups placed in your
hands, the one a tweet cup, the
other a sour cup. A cup of joy and
a cup of grief. Which lias been the
nearest to being full, and out ot
which have you the more frequently

rartalea? Whit a iluefent pj
cemetery U from what .t useo so

Cmee is wa. to you a grand city ap-

provement, out onand vow went

pleasure excursion, and yon ran

aP the mound, and you

critLJd in lht way the eptt.pb

Fat since the day when you heard the

bell ton at the gate when you went

in with the procession It to d

place, and there is a flood of rush-in- e

memories that sutTe. the eye

.nd overmaster the heart. Oh. you

have had trouble, trouble, trouble.
how much ou have

God only know,
had. It is a wor.dcr you have been

able to lite through it.

If 1 could gather all the grtefs of

all aorta from these crowded streets

and could put them in one scroll,
could endureneither man nor angel

.k. citation. Well, what do you

want? Would yon like to have your

property back again? "No," you say

a a Christian man; "I waa beeom.ng

arrogant, and I think that a why
.u- - nv it awar. I don t want

back." Well,
t have my property
wouh! you have your departed friends
v.. i. -- Xo" you any; "I

couldn t take the responsibility of

bringing them from a tearless realm

to a realm o tears. I couldn't do it."
Well. then, what do you want? A

thousand voices in the audience cry
out: "Comfort. Give us comfort!"
For that reason I have rolled away

the stone from the well's mouth.
Come, all ye wounded of the flock,

panned of the wolves, come to the
fountain where the Lord's sick and
bereft ones hsve come. "Ah," says
tome one. "you are not old enough to
understand my sorrows. You have
not been in the world as long as I
have, and you can't talk to me about
mr misfortunes in the time of old
age." Well, I may not have lived as
long as you, but I have been a great
deal amonff old people, and I know
how they feel about their falling
health and about their departed
friends tad about the loneliness that
fcoiaetimes strikes through their
sonla.

After two persons hare lived to-

gether for 40 or 50 years and one is
taken away, what desolationl I shall
not forget" the cry of Pr. De Witt, of
New York, when be atood by the open
grave of his beloved wife and after
the obsequies hsd ended .he looked
down into the open plsCe and said:
"Farewell, my honored, faithful and
beloved wife. The bond that bound
us is severed. Thou art in glory, and
I am here on earth. We shall meet
again. Farewell, farewell!"

You get a little worried for fear that
tome time yon will come to want, do
yon? Your children and grandchil-
dren sometimes speak a little sharp to
you because ot your ailments. The
Lord will not tpeak tbarp. Do' you
think yon will come to want? What
do you think the Lord is? Are His
granaries empty? Will He feed the
raven and the rabbit aod the lion in
the desert. and forget you? Why, nat-

uralists tell us that the porpoise will
nbt forsake its wounded and sick mate.
And duyou suppose tbeLord of Heaven
and earth has not as much sympathy
as the fish of the sea? But you tsy:
"I am so near worn out. and I am of
no use to Ood any more." I think the
Lord knows whether yon are ot any
more use or not. If you were of no
more use, He would have taken you
before this. Do you think God hat for-
gotten you because He has taken care
of you TO or 80 years? He thinks more
of you to-da- y than He ever did, be-

cause you think more of him. May
the God of Abraham and Isaac and Ja-
cob and Paul the aged be your God for
ever! But I gather all the promises to-

day in a group, and I ask the shepherds
to drive their flocks of lambs and sheep

i up to the sparkling supply. "Heboid,
happy Is the man whom God correct-eth.- "

"Though He cause grief, yet will
He have compasition." "Many are the
afflictions of the righteous, but the
Lord delivereth him out of them all."
"Weeping may endure for a night, but
joy coinetb in the mornin?." I am
determined that no one shall go out of
this house unoomforted. Yonder is
a timid and shrinking soul who seems
to hide away from the consolations I
am uttering as a child with a sore
hand hMen away from the physician
lest he touch the wound too roughly,
and the mother has to go and compel
the little patient to come out and see
toe physician, bo I come to your
timid and shrinking soul y and
compel you to come out in the pres-
ence of the Divine Physician. He will
not hurt you. He baa been healing
wounds for many years, and He will
give you gentle and omnipotent medi
cament.

But people, when they have trouble,
go anywhere rather than to God. Da
Quincey took opium to get rid ot hit
troubles. Charles Lamb took to
punch. Theodore Hook took to tome
thing stronger. Edwin Forrest took
to theatrical dissipation. And men
have run all around the earth, hoping
in the quick transit to get away from
their misfortunes. It hat been a detd
failure. There it only one well tht
can slake the thirst of an afflicted
spirit, and that ia the deep and inex
haustible well of the Gospel.

But some one in the audience sayti
"Notwithstanding all you have tald
this morning, I find no alleviation for
my troubles." Well, 1 am not through
yet. I have left the most potent con
sideratioo for the last. 1 am goin
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to aootbe you with the thought of
Heaven. However talkative we may
be, there will come a time when the
stoutest and most emphatic Interroga-
tion wHU evoke from us no answer. As
soon at we have closed our lips for
the final alienee no power on earth
can break that tacitarnlty. But where,
0 Christian, will be your spirit? In
a scene of infinite gladness. The
spring morning of Heaven waving itt

I blossom in the bright air. Victors
fresh from battle showing their scars.
The rain of earthly Borrow struck

'through with the rrnbow of eternal j

r , ,
oy. in one group uuo ana angris auu

the redeemed, Paul and Silaa. Latimer
nd Ripley, Isaiah and Jeremiah, Pay--

son and John Milton, Gabriel and el

the archangel. Long line of
choristers reaching across the hills.
Seas of jov dashing to the white beach.
Conquerors marching from gate to
gate. 1011 among them. Oh, what

great flock Uoa win gat tier around
the celestial well. No atone on the
well'a month while the Shepherd wa
ters the aheep. There Jacob will reo- -

gnlze Rachel the shepherdess. And
tending on one aide of the weU ot
ternal rapture your children, and

standing on the other tide of eternal
rapture your Christian ancestry. You
will be bounded on all aidet by a Joy

o keen and grand that no other world
at ever been permitted to expe

rience it. Out of that one deep well
of Heaven the Shepherd will dip re-

union for the bereaved, wealth for the
poor, health for the tick, rett for the
weary. And thea all the flock of the
Lord'a theep will lie down in the gTeea
pastures, aod world without end we
will praise the Lord that on this sum
mer Sabbeth morning we were per-
mitted to ttudy the ttory ot Jacob and
Rachel at the well.
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